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ACT OF JANUARY 18, 1837.

Further in regard to the establishment of a mint and regulation of coins of
the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives  Act of Apr. 2,
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That A u'flg'iar. 3,
the officers of the Mint of the United States shall be a8 char.
Director, a treasurer, an assayer, a melter and refiner, a 18, ch. 4. '
chief coiner and an engraver, to be appointed by the Presi- ;4% 0" AP 2
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and con- Ofiicers.
sent of the Senate.

SEc. 2. Aad be it further enacted, That the respective Duties or—
duties of the officers of the Mint shall be as followse

First. The Director shall have the control and manage- Director.

ment of the Mint, the superintendence of the officers and
persons employed therein, and the general regulation and
supervision of the business of the several branches. And
in the month of January of every year he shall make report
to the President of the United States of the operations of
the Mint and its branches for the year preceding. And also
to the Secretary of the Treasury, from time to timne, as said
Secretary shall require, setting forth all the operations of
the Mint subsequent to the last report made upon the sub-
ject. 3
Second. The treasurer shall receive, and safely keep all 1reasurer.
moneys which shall be for the use and support of the Mint;
shall keep all the current accounts of the Mint, and pay all
moneys due by the Mint, on warrants from the Director.
He shall receive all bullion brought to the Mint for coinage;
shall be the keeper of all bullion and coin in the Mint, ex-
cept while the same is legally placed in the hands of other
officers, and shall, on warrants from the Director, deliver all
coins struck at the Mint to the persons to whom they shall
be legally payable. And he shall keep regular and faith-
ful accounts of all the transactions of the Mint, in bullion
and coins, both with the officers of the Mint and the deposit-
ors; and shall present, quarter-yearly, to the Treasury
Department of the United States, according to such forms
as shall be prescribed by that Department, an account of
the receipts and disbursements of the Mint for the purpose
of being adjusted and settled.
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Assayer, Third. The assayer shall carefully assay all metals used
in coinage, whenever such assays are required in the opera-
tions of the Mint; and he shall also make assays of eoins
whenever instructed to do so by the Director. ‘
Fourth. The melter and refiner shall execute all the opera-
tions which are necessary in order to form ingots of stand-
ard silver or gold, suitable for the chief coiner, from the
metals legally delivered to him for that purpose, p
Chief coiner.  Jyifgh, The chief coiner shall execute all the operations
which are necessary in order to form coins, conformable in
all respects fo the law, from the standard silver and %gidn.

Melter and re-
ner.

"

ingots, and the copper planchets, legally delivered to
for this purpose.

Sizth. The engraver shall prepare and engrave, with the
legal deyices and inscriptions, all the dies used in the coin-
age of the Mint and its branches. :
of sppintment “SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Director shall
clorks, appoint, with the approbation of the President, assistants
to the assayer, melter and refiner, chief coiner, and engraver,
and clerks for the Director and treasurer, whenever, on rep-
resentation made by the Director to the President, it shall
be the opinion of the President that such assistants or cleiks
are necessary. And it shall be the duty of the assistants
to aid their principals in the execution of their respective
offices, and of the clerks to perform such duties as shall be
preseribed for them by the Director.
cavicancios in SR, 4. And be it further enacted, That whenever any offi-
rary absenes, cer of the Mint shall be temporarily absent, on account of
i sickness, or any other sufficient cause, it shall be lawful for

the Director, with the assent of said officer, to appoint
of ployment some person attached to the Mint, to act in the place of
servants. such officer during his absence, and that the Director shall
employ such workmen and servants in the Mint as he shall
Onth to belrOm time [tro time]| find necessary.
oath to be gna 5. And be it further enacted, That every officer, assist-
ant, and clerk of the Mint, shall, before he enters upon the
execution of his office, take an oath or affirmation before
some judge of the United States, or judge of the superior
court or any court of record of any State, faithfully and
diligently to perform the duties thereof.
o 0nds requir 8RO, 6. And be it further enacted, That the following offi-
’ cers of the Mint, before entericg upon the execution of their
respective offices, shall become bound to the United States,
with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in the sums hereinafter mentioned,
with condition for the faithful and diligent performance of
the duties of their offices, viz: The treasurer in the sum
of ten thousand dollars; the assayer in the sum of five
thousand dollars; the melter and refiner in the sum of ten
thousand dollars; the chief coiner in the sum of ten thou-
sand dollars. And that similar bonds may also be required
of the assistants and clerks, in such sums as the Director
shall determine, with the approbation of the Secretary of
the Treasury.

Engraver.

Their duties.
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Sue. 7. And be it further enacted, That there shall be  Salacies of ot
allowed to the officers of the Mint the following salaries per poiet i
annum : To the Director, for his services, including traveling
expenses incurred in visiting the different branches, and all
other charges whatever, three thousand five hundred dol-
lars; to the treasurer, assayer, melter and refiner, chief
coiner, and engraver, each, two thousand dollars; to the
assistants and clerks, such annual salaries shall be allowed
as the Director may determine, with the approbation of the
President: Provided, That an assistant shall not receive Proviso.
more than fifteen hundred dollars; and that a clerk shall
not receive more than twelve hundred dollars; to thez, W sesefrore:
workmen and servants shall be allowed such wages, to be ants.
determined by the Director, as may be customary and rea-
sonable, according to their respective stations and occupa-
tions; and that the salaries provided for in this section shall
be payable in quarterly instalments. :

Sue. 8. And be it further enacted, That the standard for ALl Ao
both gold and silver coins of the United States shall here- coins.
after be such, that of one thousand parts by weight, nine , Seeactof June
hundred shall be of pure metal, and one hundred of alloy; "
and the alloy of the silver coins shall be of copper; an Aloye.
the alloy of the gold coins shall be of copper and silyer,
provided that the silver do not exceed one half of the whole
alloy.

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That of the silver coins, Welght of sil
the dollar shall be of the weight of four hundred and twelve b
and one half grains; the half dollar of the weight of fwo,, 5o, ok Arsil
hundred and six and one fourth grains; the quarter dollar Act’ February
of the weight of one hundred and three and one eighth iorg
grains; the dime, or tenth part of a dollar, of the weight of 12,1873, s. 15.
forty-one and a quarter grains; and the half dime, or twen- zsfxlggs.“hmm
tieth part of a dollar, of the weight of twenty grains and
five-eighths of a grain. And that dollars, half dollars and Deflars,  &o.
quarter dollars, dimes and half dimes, shall belegal tenders tonders, &a.
of payment, according to their nominal value, for any sums %
whatever. )

SEc. 10. And be it further enacted, That of the gold coins, sl ot ot
the weight of the eagle shall be two hundred and fifty eight | SeeactofApril
grains; that of the half eagle one hundred and twenty nine i o
grains; and that of the quarter eagle sixty four and one p .. o
half grains. And that for all sums whatever, the eagle shall shall’ b legal
be a legal tender of payment for ten dollars; the half eagle *nden &
flurl five dollars, and the quarter eagle for two and a half
dollars. -

Sue. 11. And be it further enacted, That the silver coins g Slpe vesny
heretofore issued at the mint of the United States, and the and gold o 0ins
gold coins issued since the thirty-first day of July, one Lo e il
thousand eight hundred and thirty four, shall continue to tinne to be legal
be legal tenders of payment for their nominal values, on e
same t%rms as if they were of the coinage provided for by
this act.

Spo. 12. And be it further enacted, That of the copper , Welghtofcop:
coins, the weight of the cent shall be one hundred and sixty- ;
eight grains, and the weight of the half cent eight four
grains. And the centshall be considered of the value of ONe ey aonm
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hundredth part of a dollar, and the half cent of the value
of one two hundredth part of a dollar.’

loppevices and  SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That upon the coins

cuents oF Ol struck at the Mint there shall be the following devices and
legends: upon one side of each of said coins there shall be
an impression emblematic of liberty, with an inseription of
the word Liberty, and the year of the coinage; and upon
the reverse of each of the gold and silver coins, there shall
be the figure or representation of an eagle, with the inserip-
tion United States of America, and a designation of the
value of the coin; but on the reverse of the dime and half
dime, eent and half cent, the figure of the eagle shall be
omitted.

Goldandsilyer  SEC. 14, And be it further enacted, That gold and silver
bullion brought hullion brought to the mint for coinage, shall be received
be received and and coined, by the proper officers, for the benefit of the
s depositor: Provided, That it shall be lawful to refuse, at the

mint, any deposits of less value than one hundred dollars,
and any bullion so base as to be unsuitable for the opera-

Further pro. IONS Of the mint; And provided also, That when gold and
viso, silver are combined, if either of these metals be in such

small proportion thatit cannot be separated advantageously,
no allowance shall be made to the depositor for the value
of such metal.

Receipt to be  SEC, 15, And be it further enacted, That when bullion is
given forbullion. hrought to the Mint for coinage, it shall be weighed by the

treasurer,in the presence of the depositor, when practicable,
and a receipt given which shall state the description and

Proviso, weight of the bullion: Provided, That when the bullion is

in such a state as to require melting before its value can
be ascertained, the weight after melting shall be considered
as the true weight of the bullion deposited.

_ Bullion depos-  SEC. 16, And be it further enacted, That from every par-

1o Do masared. = cel of bullion deposited for coinage, the treasurer shall de-
liver to the assayer a sufficient portion for the purpose of
being assayed; but all such bullion remaining from the
operations of the assay shall be returned to the treasurer
by the assayer.

Assayer to e OEC, 17, And be it further enacted, That the assayer shall
port the quality, report to the treasurer the quality or standard of the bull-

> ion assayed by him; and he shall also communicate to the

treasurer such information as will enable him to estimate
the amount of the charges hereinafter provided for, to be
made to the depositor, for the expenses of converting the
bullion into standard metal fit for coinage.

Charges to SEC, 18, Andbe it further enacted, That the only subjects
forss sunjuien of eharge by the Mint to the depositor shall be the follow-

ing: For refining when the bullion is below standard; for
toughening when metals are contained in it which render it
unfit for coinage; for copper used for alloy when the bul-
lion is above standard ; for silver introduced into the alloy
of gold; and for separating the gold and silver when these

Rate of, how Metals exist together in the bullion: and that the rate of
fixed. these charges shall be fixed, from time to time, by the

Director, with the concurrence of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, so as not to exceed, in their judgment, the actual ex-
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pense to the Mint of the materials and labor employed in

each of the cases aforementioned; and that the amount re-

ceived from these charges shall be accounted for, and ap- piposition of

i};‘opria,ted for defraying the contingent expenses of the amountreceived.
int.

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That from the report . , . . -
of the assayer, and the weight of the bullion, the treasurer posit, &e., how
shall estimate the whole value of each deposite, and also cstimated.
the amount of the charges or deductions if any; of all
which he shall give a detailed memorandum to the depos-
itor; and he shall also give, at the same time, under his
hand, a certificate of the nett amount of the deposite, to be
paid incoins of the same species of bullion as that deposited.

SBc. 20, And be it further enacted, That parcels of bull- Transfers of
ion shall be, from time to time, transferred by the treasurer hullion by treas.
to the melter and refiner; that a eareful record of these and refiner.
transfers, noting the weight and character of the bullion,
shall be kept; and that the bullion thus placed in the hands
of the melter and refiner shall be subjected to the several
processes which may be necessary to form it into ingots of
the legal standard, and of a quality suitable for coinage.

Suc. 21. And be it further enacted, That the ingots thus Ingots tobeas.
prepared shall be assayed by the assayer, and if they prove 3%¢d &e-
to be within the limits allowed for deviation from the stand-
ard, they shall be transferred by the melter and refiner to
the treasurer, accompanied by the assayer’s certificate of
their fineness; and that a careful record of the transfer

" shall be kept by the treasurer.

SE0. 22. And be it further enacted, That no ingots of gold | Deviation from
shall be used for coinage of which the quality differs more iowed in ingots
than two thousandths from the legal standard; and that of gold aud sil-
no ingots of silver shall be used for coinage of which the
quality differs more than three thousandths from the legal
standard. _

SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That in the treasurer’s Treasurer's ac
account with the melter and refiner, the melter and refiner forms vk mek
shall be debited with the standard weight of all the bullion
placed in his hands, that is to say, with the weight of metal
of legal standard fineness which it will make; and that he
shall be credited by the standard weight of all the ingots
delivered by him to the treasurer; and that once at least
in every year, at such time as the Director shall appoint,
the melter and refiner shall deliver up to the treasurer all
the bullion in his possession, in order that his accounts may
be settled up to that time; and, in this settlement, he shall
be entitled to a eredit for the difference between the whole
amount of bullion delivered to him, and received from him,
since the last settlement, as an allowance for neceesary
waste: Provided, That this allowance shall not exceed two Allowance for
thousandths of the whole amount of gold and silver bullion, "Frese, "5t
respectively, that had been delivered to him by the treas-
urer.

SEC. 24, And be it further enacted, That the treasurer Ingotsfor coin-
shall, from time to time, deliver over to the chief coiner, *¢*
ingots for the purpose of coinage; that he shall keep a care-
ful record of these transfers, noting the weight and desecrip-
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tion of the ingots; and that the ingots thus placed in the
hands of the chief coiner shall be passed through the several
processes necessary to make from them coins, in all respects
conformable to law. :
i SEo. 25. And be it further enacted, That in adjusting the
logal sendire weights of the coins, the following deviations from the
;;‘:‘l’f};é’fu‘;fif_gig*f! standard weight shall not be exceeded in any of the single
pieces: In the dollar and half dollar, one grain and a half;
in the quarter dollar, one grain; in the dime and half dime,
half a grain; in the gold coins, one-quarter of a grain; in
the copper coins, one grain in the pennyweight; and that
Inalargenum- in weighing a large number of pieces together, when deliv-
ber together.  ared from the chief coiner to the treasurer, and from the
treasurer to the depositors, the deviations from the standard
weight shall not exceed the following limits: Four penny-
weights in one thousand dollars; three pennyweights in one
thousand half dollars; two pennyweights in one thousand
quarter dollars; one pennyweight in one thousand dimes;
one pennyweight in one thousand half dimes; two penny-
weights in one thon sand eagles; one and a half pennyweight
in one thousand half eagles; one pennyweight in one thou-
sand quarter eagles.
Coins to be  SEO. 26. And be it further enacted, That the chief coiner
i et shall, from time to time, as the coins are prepared, deliver
them over to the treasurer, who shall keep a careful record
of their kind, number, and weight; and that, in receiving
the coins, it shall be the duty of the treasurer to see whether
the coins of that delivery are within the legal limits of the
standard weight; and if his trials for this purpose shall not
prove satisfactory, he shall cause all the coins of thisdelivery
to be weighed separately, and such as are not of legal weight
shall be delivered to the melter and refiner, as standard bull-
ion, to be again formed into ingots and recoined.
Coins to be SEC. 27, And be it further enacted, That at every delive:
prescrved Brthe of eoins made by the chief coiner to the treasurer, it sha
be the duty of the treasurer, in the presence of the assayer,
to take indiscriminately a certain number of pieces of each
variety for the annual trial of coins, (the number being pre-
seribed by the Director,) which shall be carefully labelled,
and deposited in a chest appropriated for the purpose, kept
under the joint care of the treasurer and assayer, and 80
secured that neither can have access to its contents without
the presence of the other.
Dispositionsof _ SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, That the chief coiner
clippings, &e.  ghall, from time to time, deliver to the treasurer the elip-
pings and other portions of bullion remaining after the pro-
cess of coining, and that the treasurer shall keep a careful
record of their amount.
mroasurer’s SEC. 29. And be it further enacted, That in the treasurer’s
socount, with gecount with the chief coiner, the chief coiner shall be deb-
ited with the amount in weight of standard metal of all the
bullion placed in his hands, and credited with the amount,
also by weight, of all the coins, clippings, and other bull-
ion delivered by him to the treasurer; and that once at least
in every year, at such time as the Director shall appoint,
the chief coiner shall deliver to the treasurer all the coins
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and bullion in his possession, so that his accounts may be

settled up to that time; and, in this settlement, he shall be Alowance for
entitled to a credit for the difference between the whole necessary waste.
amount of the ingots delivered to him, and of the coins and

bullion received from him, since the last settlement, as an

allowance for necessary waste: Provided, That this allow- Proviso.

ance shall not exceed two thousandths of the whole amount

of the silver, or one and one-half thousandth of the whole

amount of the gold, that had been delivered to him by the

treasurer.

Snud. 30. And be it further enacted, That when the coins Payment for
which are the equivalent to any deposite of bullion are i jindepesited
ready for delivery, they shall be paid over to the deposi-
tor, or his order, by the treasurer, on a warrant from the
Director; and the payment shall be made, if demanded, in
the order in which the bullion shall have been brought to
the Mint, giving priority according to priority of deposite
only; and that in the denominations of coin delivered, the
treasurer shall comply with the wishes of the depositor,
unless when impracticable or inconvenient to do so; in
which case, the denominations of coin shall be designated
by the Director. .

SEC. 31. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose| Depositofpub
of enabling the Mint to make returns to depositors withfje feney to be
as little delay as possible, it shall be the duty of the Sec-{by Secretary of
tary of the Treasury to keep in the said Mint, when the[ ™"
state of the Treasury will admit thereof, a deposite of such
amount of public money, or of bullion procured for the pur-
pose, as he shall judge convenient and necessary, not ex-
ceeding one million of dollars, out of which those who bring
bullion to the Mint may be paid the value thereof, as soon
as practicable, after this value has been ascertained; that
the bullion so deposited shall become the property of the
United States; that no discount or interest shall be charged
on moneys so advanced; and that the Secretary of the
Treasury may at any time withdraw the said deposite, or
any part thereof, or may, at his discretion, allow the coins
formed at the Mint to be given for their equivalent in other
money. -

Suc. 32. And be it further enacted, That to secure a due Annual trialot
conformity in the gold and silver coins to their respective “*"*
standards and weights, an annual trial shall be made of Actor Mar. 8,
the pieces reserved for this purpose at the Mint and its 52, ch. 42, sec.
branches, before the judge of the district court of the United ™ S
States, for the eastern distriet of Pennsylvania, the at-
torney of the United States, for the eastern district of Penn-
sylvania, and the collector of the port of Philadelphia, and
such other persons as the President shall, from time to time,
designate for that purpose, who shall meet as commission-
ers, for the performance of this duty, on the second Monday
in February, annually, and may continue their meefings by
adjournment, if necessary; and if a majority of the commis- -l
sioners shall fail to attend at any time appointed for their
meeting, then the Director of the Mint shall call a meeting
of the commissioners at such other time as he may deem
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convenient; and that before these commissioners, or a ma-
jority of them, and in the presence of the officers of the
Mint, such examination shall be made of the reserved pieces
as shall be judged sufficient; and if it shall appear that
these pieces do not differ from the standard fineness and
weight by a greater quantity than is allowed by law, the
trial shall be considered and reported as satisfactory; but
if any greater deviation from the legal standard or weight
shall appear, this fact shall be certified to the President of
the United States, and if, on a view of the circumstances of
the case, he shall so decide, the officer or officers implicated
in the error shall be thenceforward disqualified from hold-
ing their respective offices.

Purehascof SEC. 33. And be it Sfurther enacted, That copper bullion
copper bullion. (1,41 he purchased for the Mint, from time to time, by the

treasurer, under instruetions from the Director; that the
cost shall be paid from the fund hereinafter provided for;
and that the copper bullion shall be of good quality, and in
form of planchets fit for passing at once into the hands of
the chief coiner.
Comageof cop-  SEC. 34. And be it further enacted, That the eopper plan-
Pese chets shall be delivered, from time to time, by the treasurer
to the chief coiner, to be by him coined; and all such cop-
per shall be returned to the treasurer, by the chief coiner,
weight for weight, without allowance for waste.

Copper coins  SEC, 35, And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty
MY gea forof tue treasurer of the Mint to deliver the copper coins, in
other money.  exelange for their legal equivalent in other money, to any

Proviso. persons who shall apply for them: Provided, That the swm

; asked for be not less than a certain amount, to be deter-
mined by the Director, and that it be not so great as, in
 his judgment, to interfere with the capacity of the Mint to
supply other applicants.
o oolie Sk, 36. And be it further enacted, That the copper coins
fransportet o may, at the discretion of the Director, be delivered in any
Mint. of the prineipal cities and towns of the United States, at the
~costof the Mint for transportation.
_ Disposition of  Sxc. 87, And be it further enacted, That the money re-
i oxchange for ceived by the treasurer in exchange for ecopper coins shall
copper eoins. g0 o fund in his hands, which shall be used to purchase
copper planchets, and to pay the expense of transportation
of copper coins; and that if there be a surplus, the same
shall he appropriated to defray the contingent expenses of
the Mint.
pel;;i::?wr actsre: S0, 38, And be it further enacted, That all acts or parts
" of acts heretofore passed, relating to the Mint and coins of
the United States, which are inconsistent with the provis-
jons of this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed.
Approved, January 18, 1837,
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